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Encouraging students to 

use their imaginations, 

teaching them the 

value of teamwork, and 

enhancing writing, math 

and social studies skills...

Little penny, where have you been?
Who has held you, traded you in?
In all the days since you left the Mint,
Where in the world have you been sent?

Little penny, where have you been?
Who has held you, traded you in?
In all the days since you left the Mint,
Where in the world have you been sent?

The U.S. Mint website is a valuable resource for 
lesson plans to complement The Penny Project. 
Denver Mint representatives sometimes make visits 
to schools and other organizations as they did to 
Sangre de Cristo Elementary in Hooper, Colorado.

High school students perform a skit during a kick-off 
assembly playing the parts of an old penny, a rock 
star who uses a penny as a guitar pick, the narrator, 
a bank teller and a newly minted penny.

Students collect pennies for a schoolwide fundraiser 
with a competition between the classes for who can 
bring in the most cents.

Lisa Moore
Writer & Speaker

The Penny Project Coordinator

719-480-9999
lisaann.moore@yahoo.com

http://pennychronicles.blogspot.com/

P.O. Box 4 / Hooper, CO 81136

...one cent 
at a time

The most valuable lesson for the kids with this 
project was discovering how important teamwork is.
~ Fred Garcia, principal



I think the beneÞ t of 
doing the stories was 
showing the kids the 
ability to use their 
imaginations to their 
fullest extent.  We write 
every day in my class but 
the prompts are never 
speciÞ c in that you have 
to use your imagination 
like they did in the penny 
stories.  I think it helps 
to show the kids how 
wonderful and fun writing 
can be!
~ Jenny Johnson, 1st 
grade teacher

I believe the writing portion 
was a wonderful way to get all 
the students involved and get 
them to be creative with their 
writing, too.  I believe, too, 
that they learned more about 
Lincoln than they would have 
had we not done this project.
~ Bonnie White, teaching 
assistant

I think when Lisa shared 
her penny story, it got the 
kidsÕ imaginations going 
and it helped them with their 
stories. I most deÞ nitely used 
the penny story in writing. I 
had the kids go through the 
writing process of planning, 
rough draft, editing, revising 
and publishing. They also 
enjoyed the chance to share 
their stories.
~ Jenna Crowder, 3rd grade 
teacher 

Lisa coming to the classroom 
was very valuable! The students 
were able to gain excitement 
about writing their stories 
because of her enthusiasm and 
encouragement.
~ Deb Morris, 1st grade teacher

Local newspapers publish winners of the penny essay 
contest along with penny facts.

Each one of the 
thousands of pennies 
collected in school 
fundraisers has a 
story to tell!

Having Lisa visit 
beforehand helped give the 
students ideas for their own 
pieces. The beneÞ t from 
writing their own penny 
stories is that they were 
given an opportunity to try 
and come up with a creative 
story on their own.
~ Jennifer McQuitty, 4th 
grade teacher

Each one of the 
thousands of pennies 
collected in school 
fundraisers has a 
story to tell!


